
8 Mar Reverend Martin Luther King 

Montgomery, Alabama 

Dear Reverend King: 

I called your wife today and told her that I had gotten the matter cleared up 
with the Manchester Guardian. Actually, they had never offered any reward for 
my identification. In regard to Le Figaro, we are in process of getting that cleared 
up. For the record, at no time did I say that I was a correspondent for either of 
these papers. I did say that I was writing articles which were to be submitted to 
them and this is now in the process of being done. 

Enclosed you will find an article which I should like you to revise and to give 
permission for being printed under your name in the April issue of Liberation. 
Also enclosed is a copy of Liberation so that you may know the nature of the 
magazine. This magazine is being widely distributed to the kind of moral leader- 
ship who are intensely interested in non-violence and many important leaders of 
the church. For this reason I emphasized the moral aspects of the problem. I 
hope you can see your way clear to give us permission to publish it, to revise it 
where you wish, and to get it back to me as soon as possible. I am working on a 
couple of other things for you for wider distribution. 

1956 309 Jackson 

Let me hear from you as soon as possible. 

Sincerely yours, 
[signed] 
Bayard Rustin 

BR/ms 
Encl: cc of article and Liberation 

TLS. MLKP-MBU: BOX 5. 

To George D. Kelsey 

8 March 1956 
Montgomery, Ala. 

King enclosed a receipt fm ten dollars in this thank-you letter to his former teacher at 
Morehouse. 

Mr. George D. Kelsey 
Drew University 
Madison, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Kelsey: 

This is just a note to express our deepest gratitude to you for your very fine 
contribution. I assure you that we will long remember your coming to our aid in 
this momentous struggle for justice. Such contributions from friends and orga- 
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nizations sympathetic with our struggle give us renewed courage and vigor to 8 Mar 
carry on. ‘956 

With every good wish, I am 

Cordially yours, 
[signed] M. L. 
M. L. King, Jr., 
President 

MLK: ovg 

{P.S. It was really good hearing from you. Your words were very encouraging. 
Please give my regards to the family. M. L.} 

TALS. GDKP 

From Roy Wilkins 

8 March 1956 
New York, N.Y. 

The NAACP executive secretary responds to KingSg March letter expressing concern 
about funds raised ly the NAACP on behalf of the bus boycott. Wilkins pledges that the 
NAACP will pay for most ofthe MIA’S legal expenses and bear the ful l  cost ofthe 
Browder v. Gayle federal lawsuit challenging the bus segregation laws. Wilkins adds 
that “it would be fatal for there to deuelop any hint of disagreement as to the raising 
and allocating of funds.” In subsequent telephone conversations, the two leaders 
apparently finalized an  agreement regarding fund-raising. 

Rev. M. L. King, Jr., President 
The Montgomery Improvement Association 
725 Dorsey Street 
Montgomery 8, Alabama 

Dear Reverend King: 

Upon my return from the Civil Rights Assembly in Washington I find your let- 
ter of March 3, which arrived here March 5.‘ 

We certainly wish to continue our support in every way to the magnificent ef- 
fort being carried forward in Montgomery. 

It was our intention from the first news of the indictments and mass arrests to 
assume the entire cost of the defense for those persons arrested and indicted and 
thus to relieve the Montgomery Improvement Association of any burden in that 
respect. Mr. Marshall stated that our legal st& would be one hundred percent 

I. See Wilkins to King, 12 April 1956; and King to Wilkins, I May 1956, pp. 243-244 in this volume. 
2 .  On 4 March Wilkins was the keynote speaker at a threeday conference of the Delegate Assembly 

for Civil Rights, a coalition of civic groups that sponsored an eight-point program of national civil 
rights legislation. 
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